HELLO EVERYONE! We hope you and your
families are doing well. Life certainly has been
GREAT! Thanks to all of YOU we continue to
provide a healthy meal to our folks in the Walnut
Hills and Over-the-Rhine communities.

This year we were able to complete Phase Il of
the renovation of the Over-the-Rhine Kitchen. We
are very proud of the outcome and are
appreciative to all those who have assisted us
along the way.

Our next project is the renovation of the Walnut
Hills Kitchen and relocation of the Walnut Hills
Pantry. As we all know, having to rely on a Goup
kitchenGfor food is not something anyone aspires
to do. By improving the atmosphere in the Walnut
Hills Kitchen, just like we did at the Over-the-
Rhine Kitchen, we want to take what can be a
difficult, embarrassing, or demoralizing experience
and make it as positive as possible for our guests.
We want those who visit to have a hot, nutritious
meal in a place that is clean, safe, and pleasant,
where they can escape for a brief time from the hardship
they face in their everyday lives. By the way, 'hanks
again for making it possible.O

The Walnut Hills Pantry, currently residing in the
basement of the rectory of Assumption Church,
distributes approximately 600 bags of groceries per
month.

The area is too small for the volume of activity that takes
place there. The new location in the basement of the
Geiger House will provide more storage space for both
perishable and non-perishable donations. It will enable
us to accept all donations that are brought to the Pantry
without having to turn any away due to lack of space and
will make it easier to organize and distribute groceries.
The new location is large enough for a walk-in freezer,
donated by the Benedictine Sisters of the St. Walburg

Monastery, and it would be used by both the Pantry and
the Kitchens.

In addition, relocating the Pantry will make it more
accessible to the residents of the Geiger House and the
adjacent Gertrude House, both of which provide
transitional housing for abused women and children
referred by the YWCA Battered Women® Program.
Because they are dealing with violent and threatening
spouses, these women are understandably fearful of
going out into the general population. This new location
will give them safe, convenient access to groceries and
toiletries. To maximize the benefit of the relocation, the
Kitchen will offer separate meal times for the women and
children when it will not be open to other guests, and the
Pantry will offer private shopping hours.

The Walnut Hills Kitchen is located in the basement of
the Tom Geiger House. The Walnut Hills Pantry will
share the space occupied by the Walnut Hills Kitchen.
The kitchen and dining area need to be updated with
new paint and new tables and chairs. This renovation
will include the installation of new flooring, additional
lighting, painting, shelving, racks, and storage space.
Walls will be erected to separate the storage space, the
pantry area and the kitchen area. One of the existing
bathrooms will be modified to accommodate our guests.
The other bathroom will be converted to a laundry facility
for the disabled women residing at the Geiger House
and the adjacent Gertrude House.

We believe that the project will take five to six months to
complete. This project will be completed based on
priority and as funds become available. The dining room
floor will be refurbished over the Christmas Holiday
Vacation when the Kitchen is closed, as it is necessary
to have five days with no activity.

While the project is underway, both the Kitchen and the
Pantry will continue to operate with minimal interruption
in service. The downtime for the relocation of the Pantry
is estimated to be one week.



The number of guests we serve is evidence of the
effectiveness of our operations: In 2003, the Over-the-
Rhine Kitchen served 49,449; the Walnut Hills Kitchen
served 58,875; and the Walnut Hills Pantry distributed
groceries to 6,789 individuals. Collectively, the Kitchens
and Pantry served 115,113 individuals!

The number of people we have served in the Kitchens
alone over the last five years has increased from 94,379
in 1998 to 108,324 in 2003. While welfare reform has
limited or discontinued the public assistance received by
those in need, it has also created a greater burden on
the resources of our organization.

The work of the Kitchens and Pantry takes place through
the coordinated efforts of volunteers, including the
involvement of 28 church groups of various
denominations and secular organizations. Each year we
rely on over 10,000 volunteer hours to provide our
services and keep our operating expenses to a
minimum. We receive donations from grocery stores,
bakeries, restaurants, and catering firms. In addition, we
depend almost entirely on private sources for funding.

Many thanks to all benefactors who continually support
our ministry monetarily, through service and/or with
donations of food and supplies. Some of the companies
who generously support our ministry include:

Byrnes Printing in Kenwood
Cincinnati Catering
Freestore Food Bank

Food Service Marketing
Kroger-Cherry Grove

Kroger-University Plaza
Richie® Chicken
Servati®

Starbucks in Kenwood

In Loving Memory of Ruth Marie Tearney

We are grateful for your continued commitment and
loyalty to the Over the-Rhine Kitchen, Walnut Hills
Kitchen, and Walnut Hills Pantry. Because of YOU, we
are able to do good works in these challenged Cincinnati
neighborhoods. We look forward to continue working
with you to serve community members who most need
our help and depend on us for a daily meal.

As always, may the kindness and generosity that you
have extended to others return to you and yours with
health, happiness and love!

Best Regards,
Pat

Reverend Thomas Bokenkotter, President
Patricia Wakim, Executive Director
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